The essential oil of Pogostemon travancoricus Bedd. var. travancoricus collected from the Agasthyamalai region of Tamil Nadu, India was analyzed by GC and GC-MS. The major components of the oil were bicyclogermacrene (16.0%), cis-calamenene (6.3%), germacrene B (11.1%), spathulenol (7.6%), viridiflorol (5.8%), -cadinol (4.2%) and pogostone (9.9%).
The genus Pogostemon Desf. (Lamiaceae) is globally represented by 97 species. India has a rich diversity in Pogostemon, with 54 species [1] . Of these, P. cablin (Blanco) Benth. (Patchouli) is the only one in this genus that is currently commercially cultivated for its essential oil, which is extensively used in cosmetics [2, 3] . As part of our studies on aromatic plants, we recently reported the composition of the essential of Pogostemon heyneanus Benth. [4] . Now, we have investigated the composition of the essential oil of P. travancoricus Bedd. var. travancoricus by GC and GC-MS analysis. This is a steno-endemic and critically endangered species [5] . Forty-two compounds representing 94.6% of the oil were identified ( Table 1 ). The oil was composed mainly of sesquiterpenes and oxygenated sesquiterpenes. The major components were -guaiene (3.4%), bicyclogermacrene (16.0%), cis-calamenene (6.3%), cadina-1,4-diene (3.8%), selina-3,7(11)-diene (3.2%), germacrene B (11.1%), spathulenol (7.6%), viridiflorol (5.8%), -cadinol (4.2%) and pogostone (9.9%).
The composition of the oil of the present investigation differs widely from that of the same species reported by Sundaresan et al. [6] . Only a few compounds, like -copaene, -caryophyllene, -guaiene, germacrene D, calamenene and cadina-1,4-diene, reported in the previous study were found in the present oil. Isoledene, -patchoulene and patchouli alcohol, reported in the oil of the previous report, were not found in the oil of the present study. Similarly, -cubebene, -cubebene, cyperene, -elemene, aromadendrene, bicyclogermacrene, -cadinene, germacrene B, spathulenol, viridiflorol, epi-muurolol, -cadinol and pogostone detected in the present investigation were not reported in the oil of the earlier study. The sesquiterpenes -patchoulene, seychellene, -patchoulene and -bulnesene, which are characteristic of patchouli oil, were not present in the oil of the present investigation. Thus this essential oil is entirely different in composition from patchouli oil, although both oils have a high concentration of sesquiterpenes and oxygenated sesquiterpenes.
The presence of the ketone, pogostone in fairly high concentration (9.9%) in the oil, is significant. This compound was reported earlier as a minor constituent of patchouli oil and present in 1 -4% 
